
Favorite Radio Format: I tend to gravitate 
towards a ‘talk’ format.  When I’m driving I 
usually listen to podcasts or audio books rather 
than music. When I do listen to music radio my 
go-to station KBCO-Denver which touts itself as 
“World Class Rock”- an eclectic variety of pop, 
rock, blues, reggae and folk, from the late-1960s 
to the present. KBCO’s on-air personality Bret 
Saunders is a WSDP alum. (You’ll have to read 
the previous Alumni Profiles to figure out which 
one.)

Favorite Artist:  Don’t have one specific artist.  
My son is always finding new and interesting 
music so I listen to whatever he’s listening to.

Favorite Song:  Supposedly the music we listen 
to in our teens leaves the strongest impression.  
For me that was the late 60s/early 70s.  Anytime 
I hear an ‘oldie’ it takes me back and makes me 
smile. I find I have specific memories (people, 
places, events) tied to specific songs.

Favorite Movie:  I enjoy comedies (light and 
dark).  Probably my all-time favorite is “War of 
the Roses. “Woof woof.”

Favorite TV Show: Right now I’m enjoying “The 
Voice”.  The talent of the contestants gets better 
every season.

Favorite Book:  I have two. “The Compound 
Effect” and “The Entrepreneurial Rollercoaster” 
– both by Darren Hardy. I read them every 
December as I’m creating my plans (business 
and personal) for the upcoming year.

Hobbies:  My son was a Boy Scout for 11 years 
(earned his Eagle rank) so I have spent a lot of 
time hiking, camping and backpacking in the 
Colorado Rockies. Now as a US Forest Service 
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volunteer I spend my summers on the trails 
educating hikers about the need to take care 
of our ‘over-loved’ wilderness.  In the winter I 
volunteer at one of the mountain ski resorts 
helping insure that our guests have a great ski 
experience.  I average 30+ days a season on skis/
snowshoe - not bad for someone that still has 
a ‘day job’.  I also sit on the board of directors 
for my fire protection district. Serving our first 
responders is an honor and a privilege.

Where has life taken you since you left WSDP?  

After high school I attended Eastern Michigan 
University; bouncing through a couple of 
majors before settling on Accounting.  I worked 
for GM and later Chrysler while going back 
to EMU for a master’s degree in Information 
Systems.  My husband and I moved to Chicago 
in 1985 where I worked developing accounting 
software (a perfect blend of my undergrad/
graduate degrees) while living the downtown 
urban lifestyle.  In 2000 I moved one more time 
with my husband and son, landing just outside 
of Boulder Colorado.  I started my own book-



keeping business in 2004 (how can it already 
be 13 years?!?) and have taken my passion for 
technology to create a practice that is entirely 
cloud-based.  That allows me to serve my clients 
from anywhere I have an internet connection. 
Now that my son is grown I hope to travel more 
and further test my business model.

What is your favorite memory of your time at 
the station?

I can’t point to just one memory.  What I have 
is the general feeling that being part of WSDP 
was ‘fun’.  Like those old songs that come on the 
radio, when I connect with WSDP I’m taken back 
to a good time in my life.  Supporting WSDP as 
a member of the alumni Advisory Board lets me 
tap into those feelings even these many years 
later.  

Why was being involved at WSDP important 
for you?

Immediately, WSDP gave me a place to ‘belong’.  
I transferred to PCEP in the middle of my sopho-
more year and could have easily gotten lost in 
such a huge school (and it’s even bigger now!).  
Being part of the station gave me an instant 
group of friends and a place to hang out with 
them. 

Being a member of WSDP taught me some very 
important lessons that had nothing to do with 
broadcasting...We were expected to always 
deliver a professional product (thank you Jeff 
Cardinal for never letting us use the excuse that 
“we’re just a student-run radio station”). That 
expectation of excellence continues today and is 
evident in the numerous awards the station has 
earned over the years. 

Time management was a huge skill I developed 
working at WSDP.  Being able to juggle priorities 
and meet deadlines served me well in college, 
the workplace and in my personal life.

What advice would you give to our current 
students?

Everything is changing SO FAST now-the pace of 
new information is increasing exponentially and 
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that information can be delivered almost instan-
taneously.  What you learn in school will be 
obsolete almost before you graduate!  Life-long 
learning is no longer an option; it is a necessity 
if you want to stay relevant in whatever field you 
choose.  Read, study, attend conferences-soak 
up knowledge continually and from whatever 
source you find.

Amanda Barberena received the WXYZ Scholarship.  Here she is 
with WXYZ’s Chuck Stokes


