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SPREADING
THE AIRWAVES
National Award Threepeat for 88.1 the Park
“And now the award for Non Commercial
Station of the Year…” A pounding horse race
took over my heart and my breath sounded
like a locomotive in my ears. Nerves were
kicking in big time. I sat on the edge of my
seat with my speech clenched in my fist.
“WSOU-FM South Orange, New Jersey.” I
sighed. We hadn’t won, but what an honor
just to be nominated for such a prestigious
award three years in-a-row. Most radio
stations throughout the country have never
been nominated for a Marconi Radio Award,
much less a high school radio station. WSDP
88.1 is the only high school station to ever
be nominated for a Marconi and I couldn’t be
prouder to be Program Director.
Not only was the award ceremony incredible,
but so was the trip to Nashville. Bill Keith,
John Kreger, Mrs. Cummings, Mr. Martin,
Clay Marin, Zain Omair, and I flew into the
country capitol of the world late Tuesday
night where we slept on pull out couches in
various private lounge rooms due to rooms
being overbooked. The next morning we

“There were a lot of great times including
when we interviewed pop singer Mandy
Moore. It was my first celebrity interview.
She hadn’t reached her full celebrity status
and I hadn’t reached manhood... so my
voice was very squeaky and a little high
pitched. Being incredibly nervous didn’t
help either. I didn’t know it at the time,
but WSDP would give me the chance to
develop my skills much sooner than most
young broadcasters. It helped keep me
out of trouble, taught me leadership skills,
and kick started my career.” - Jake Bugeja,
Program Director Mix 94.9 Cincinnati
(Starkweather 2002)

WSDP Mission Statement

“88.1 The Park uses the practice of
community radio to invest in the lives of
young people and serve the PlymouthCanton Community.”

WDSP has been nominated for this award three years running.

Amanda, Clay, and Zain with Jeff Schmidt at the Marconi Awards

Three-peat cont’d
were up and attending different events at the
conference. My favorite part was the speed
mentoring: an event where people who
found success in the radio industry talked to
those hoping to make a career of radio. After
a day of excitement, we went to a restaurant
with live music which really immersed us in
the Nashville culture. The next day was filled
with more events and then the spectacular
award ceremony.

Award for the 2016 Gospel Music Association
Dove Awards.

We also had a chance to meet a couple
WSDP Alums. Patrick Walsh, President of
Emmis Communications, and Jeff Schmidt,
Senior Vice President of the Radio Advertising Bureau took time to stop by our table
at the Marconi Awards Dinner. We enjoyed
meeting these alums that are having such
big success in broadcasting.

Congratulations to Katherine Mercieca (Plymouth 2012) on her internship with the Office
of Undergraduate Admissions at the University of Michigan

Dr. Steve Simpson (Plymouth-Canton ‘94) was
a candidate for the Ann Arbor District Library
Board. Steve is the President of Baker College
in Jackson Michigan.
Jason Wu (Canton 2014) was recently spotlighted on the Michigan State University
College of Communication Arts and Sciences
website for his work at WKAR TV.

Thanks to Denny Kapp (Catholic Central
‘98) for his work planning the 88.1 the Park

The conference, the awards, the country
music, the people - what a worthwhile experience. I am so glad that 88.1 gave me the
opportunity to attend the Marconi Radio
Awards. I wouldn’t trade it for the world. Amanda Barberena, 88.1 the Park Program
Director

WSDP Points of Pride
Congratulations to Scott Herrold (PlymouthSalem ‘98). His radio station, the SOS Radio
Network received the CCM Radio Impact

Amanda with Dr. Jennifer Ashton of Good Morning America

Euchre Tournament. This year’s tournament
raised over $1,000 for the station and had the
largest playing field (84 players).
Congratulations to Rodney Harris (Canton
2010). He has accepted a job as a writer for
EWTN News Nightly, the largest religious
network in the world. He will be moving to
Washington D.C.
Congratulations to Kathryn Spica Farrell
(Salem 2003) on her marriage to Dan Farrell
in August 2016.

88.1 The Park
Looks Forward for
Two Anniversary
Celebrations
When I began working as Station Manager
of 88.1 the Park we were thinking about the
station’s upcoming 20th Anniversary. My
how the time has flown by.

Next year we will celebrate the station’s 45th
Anniversary and we are only just over five
years from the big 50th Anniversary. We’ve
Congratulations to Chris Jagalla (Salem 2003) enjoyed celebrating alumni reunions for the
on his wedding to Heather Bresnahan in July 25th, 30th and 40th Anniversaries. They were
wonderful opportunities to get together
2016.
with old friends for an evening of memories
and a chance to catch up.
Shopping at Holiday

Market and Kroger
helps WSDP

Your purchases at Holiday Market and Kroger
can help 88.1 The Park raise much needed
money for the station’s operation.
Last year 88.1 received over $700 in donations from store reward programs. Thanks to
each of them for their generosity.
If you already shop at Kroger, go to krogercommunityrewards.com to sign up and
begin earning money for 88.1FM. Our
organization is listed as WSDP RADIO - PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL and
our organization number is 84323.
You can also support WSDP through your
purchases at Holiday Market. Get a Holiday
Market Shoppers Card. Once you have a card
go to www.escrip.com or call 1-800.931.6258.
Register your card and select WSDP. Our
group number is 500043900 and is listed as
Canton Community Foundation since they
serve as our financial fiduciary. Once you’ve
completed the registration a portion of your
total purchases will go to WSDP.

We have a team of alums from all eras of the
station’s history that are meeting monthly to
plan for the 45th Reunion in 2017. We’ve had
many great suggestions for places to hold
our reunion and we hope to narrow down
the specifics by early 2017 so that alums can
make plans to attend.
- Bill Keith

Top of the Charts
on 88.1 The Park
Twenty One Pilots – Ride
Shawn Mendes – Treat You Better
Pink – Just Like Fire
Adele – Send My Love (To Your New Lover)
Justin Timberlake – Can’t Stop the Feeling
X Ambassadors – Unsteady
Calvin Harris w/ Rihanna – This Is What
You Came For
Sia w/ Sean Paul – Cheap Thrills

Favorite Radio Format: NPR and alternative/indie. My go-to stations for new music
are The Current in Minneapolis, Radio
Milwaukee, and KCRW in Los Angeles

ALUMNI
PROFILE

PlymouthCanton1995

Favorite Artist: Currently, Lord Huron. I love
the storytelling approach they take in their
albums and the music is well-crafted and
infectious.
Favorite Song: Mary Lou Lord’s “His Indie
World” still makes me smile.
Favorite Movie: “Harold and Maude”
Favorite TV Show: I don’t watch much TV
Favorite Book: “The Coast of Chicago” by
Stuart Dybek

Beth Eckerty
Hobbies: Work keeps me pretty busy, but I
love to travel, camp and hike whenever I get
the chance. My husband and I are currently
restoring a 1967 Dodge camper van which
should be ready for all of the above by next
summer.
Where has life taken you since you left
WSDP?
I moved to Chicago to attend college and
have lived here ever since. For the past 10
years I have worked for Whole Foods Market,
where I coordinate the Health and Beauty
program for the Midwest states and Ontario.
I’ve been a vegetarian and supporter of
animal rights since high school, so this
company has been a great fit for me.

What is your favorite memory of your time
at the station?
During my senior year I got to collaborate
with Mandy King on her new show “Anonymous was a Woman” and with Mike Piontek
when he took over as host of “The Asylum.” I
loved the opportunity to work with them and
with all of the other creative, artistic, intelligent and passionate people that gravitated
to the station.
Why was being involved at WSDP important for you?
During my time at the station I worked on
the news staff, did weekly dj and anchor
shifts, held two directorships and produced
Backstage Pass for a year. Even though I did
not go into a career in broadcasting, the skills

I developed at the station - public speaking,
writing, networking and leadership - have
been instrumental in every job I have held.
The station really pushed me outside my
comfort zone and gave me confidence in my
own abilities.
What advice would you give to our current
students?

It was from a tour in 2007. Much to Kyle’s
surprise he was in the nearly 10 year-old
picture.
The 88.1 staff has always enjoyed offering
these tours as a community service. We’re
even more excited now that Kyle is a
member of our staff.

Looking back, I realize how unusual it was
to be able to work at such a high-quality
community station during high school. So
take advantage of the opportunities it offers,
and have fun!

Staff member Kyle Proffitt holds the photo of his Cub Scout troop
visiting the 88.1 studio nearly 10 years ago.

A younger Kyle Proffitt and his fellow Cub Scouts visiting the 88.1
Studio in 2007

Kyle Proffitt Story of
Cub Scout Visit
88.1 the Park has been doing tours for scout
groups for many years. There is always a
lot of energy at the station when we have a
group of 1st grade scouts in the studio.
The station recently held an open house for
students planning to audition for our staff.
The room was packed with students and
their parents so we took a break to give the
students a chance to tour the station. One of
the students, Kyle Proffitt, noticed a picture
of Cub Scouts on our staff room window.

88.1 The Park
Sponsors
Robert Bosch LLC Diesel Division
Community Financial
The Krumm Agency
Fox Hills Golf and Banquet Center
Mark Riegal – Real Estate One
Century 21 Premier
Messina Concrete
Don Parrish State Farm
College Nannies and Tutors
Rich Realty
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Tuesday
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Thursday
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When specialty shows

6:15 AM to
10:30 AM

a re n o t a i ri n g s t a y
tuned for Plymouth and
10:30 AM to 11 AM

Canton’s Hit Music

PROGRAMMING SCHEDULE

11 AM to 5:30 PM

Newsfile@5:30

5:30 PM to 5:45 PM

The Women’s
Sports Report

5:45 PM to 6 PM

6 PM to 7 PM

Interviews and information
with the women’s sports
teams at P-CEP

Local and National News, Sports, Campus News, Weather, and Traffic

Moments with Merritt
Superintendent Monica
Merritt spotlights great
things happening in the
district

Community Focus

Weekly interviews with
topics ranging from the
school board to
community news

Backstage Pass

The 411 on the local
and national music
scene, concert reviews,
and more

Pretty in Punk

Pop Punk and Alternative Rock

7 PM to 8 PM
8 PM to 10 PM

WWW.881THEPARK.COM
WSDP is owned and operated by the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools.The station has been serving the community since February 14, 1972.
Newsletter design by Mike and Holly Piontek. Visit Junecloud.com

Support 88.1 The Park

As you consider your charitable gifts for 2016, please consider a donation to WSDP. Your
support is a valuable reminder of the important place WSDP has in the hearts of so
many people. Checks should be made payable to the Canton Community Foundation.
Here is my donation of $

to support WSDP!

Name
Address
State

City
Zip

Phone Number

E-Mail Address
Do you work for a matching grant company?

YES

NO

Thank you for supporting student radio in the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools.

