88.1 the Park
Thanks for Giving
Plecdge Drive 2025

88.1 The Park listeners, alumni and friends
will have a chance to show their support for
student radio that is focused on Plymouth
and Canton during the 88.1 the Park Thanks
for Giving Pledge Drive from November
10-15.

“88.1 the Park’s love for Canton and
Plymouth shines through in all that we do,”
said Anya Read, Co-Program Director
Program Director.“You can hear it in our
local news coverage, high school sports
broadcasts, appearances at local events, and
announcements about local non-profits. We
are proud to be Plymouth and Canton’s
radio station.”

The station is committed to providing radio
powered by students. 88.1 The Park is
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WSDP Mission Statement

“88.1 The Park uses the
practice of community radio to
invest in the lives of young
people and serve the Plymouth-
Canton Community.”
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“] promise you that someday you’ll
look back and see your WSDP
experience in your journey.
Whether it was becoming a better
writer, or your knack for
performing, or working with a
team...or learning how to manage
teams, getting back on the air after
you bomb and want to quit, pinch
hitting for someone at the last
minute, and just being ready when
it’s go time. It’ll be a different for
each of you, but that’s the stuff that
will serve you in every part of life.”

— Noelle Torrace, 2025 Dr. Andrew
Melin WSDP Distinguished Alumni
Award recipient



focused on investing in the lives of young
people through broadcast and business
training, providing students with a place to
connect on a large campus, and by giving
students a chance to serve their community.

During the six-day pledge drive listeners will
be encouraged to make a pledge of financial
support for 88.1 The Park. In addition to
pledges, credit card donations can be made
through 88.1’s website (www.881ThePark.
com). Look for the DONATE NOW link on the
right side of the page. Donors can choose
88.1 THE PARK AMPLIFICATION CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN when they are asked to select a
fund. Throughout the week the station will
have special guests stopping in to help the
students with the pledge drive,

including station alums, friends from area
non-profit groups, teachers, and listeners.

“I didn't know it at the time, but WSDP
would give me the chance to develop my
skills much sooner than most young
broadcasters. It helped keep me out of
trouble, taught me leadership skills, and kick
started my career,” said Jake Bugeja, 2002
Starkweather grad and Mid Day host on Mix
94.9 in Cincinnati and Afternoon host on
WARM 106.9 in Seattle.

“We're asking people to invest in 88.1, but in
reality, their gifts directly touch the
community through programming focused
on Plymouth and Canton and the impact on
student’s lives,” said Myles Alcott, Co-
Program Director.

Funds raised will help the station get closer
to the $200,000 goal for the Amplification
Capital Campaign and studio renovation
project. The station will add three
production studios, a large interview studio,
student workspace and storage. The station
has raised over $170,000 toward the
$200,000 goal.

Grace West performs at Chicane in Plymouth

88.1 the Park
Benefit Concert
with NBC's The
Voice finalist, Grace
West

88.1 the Park presented rising country artist,
Grace West, in concert on Thursday
September 18, at Chicane in Plymouth. The
station raised over $33,000 through the
support of our presenting sponsor, DTE, and
our generous sold out crowd.

Grace was a season 23 finalist on NBC's "The
Voice.!" Sheis a 2021 graduate of Plymouth
High School, where she was part of the



Plymouth-Canton Educational Park Choir.
Her current single, "Quarter Back," is
receiving airplay on 88.1 the Park. The
station also played her previous single, “90s
Country Song’”

We're also grateful for the support of
Platinum sponsors Schoolcraft College, BB
Painting Services and BB Home Group.
Thanks also to Chicane, and owner Don
Soenen for providing a wonderful venue for
the concert.

Proceeds from the concert are supporting
the 88.1 the Park Amplification Capital
Campaign and studio renovation. The
$517,000 project is possible through a
$200,000 gift from the Rotary Club of
Plymouth, and generous donations from
listeners, alums, local businesses, and non
profit foundations.

News from WSDP
Alums

After working as a multi media reporter and
anchor at WCIA TV in Champaign lllinois,
Jack Krumm (Canton '19), is starting a new
job as a reporter for WTOLTV 11 in Toledo.

Zain Omair (Canton "17) has been a reporter
at WNEM in Saginaw, Flint and Bay City for
the past couple of years. She had her first
opportunity to anchor a newscast this past
Spring. Congrats Zain.

Avneet Pandher (Salem '24) recently started
a new job as a Research Assistant at
Michigan State University. She’s a student at

State, where she studies Anthropology and
International Studies.

Theo Hollingsworth (Canton '05) is the
Director of Digital Media and Growth
Strategy at Kingmakers of Oakland.
Kingmakers of Oakland (KOO) works with
school districts and organizations
committed to improving educational
outcomes for Black Boys from pre K- 12th
grade.

Scott Herrold (Salem "98) was promoted to
Chief of Content for Way FM, KSBJ, Hope
Nation, NGEN, Vida Unida & Hope Events.
Greg Angel (Salem '03) is the Senior
Manager of Public Affairs for the Greater
Orlando Aviation Authority.

Dallas Haselhuhn (Canton '14) is the Lake
and Wetland Program Manager for the
Kansas Department of Health and
Environment. He graduated from Eastern
Michigan with a Master of Science in
Ecology, Evolution and Organismal Biology.

Congratulations to Lillian Carpenter
(Thompson) (Salem “13) and her husband
Kelden on the birth of their daughter, Eloise.

88.1 the Park Alums Curtis Paul (Plymouth-
Salem '89) and Owen Oszust (Plymouth "20)
were featured speakers at the Great Lakes
Broadcast and Sports Media Academy,
hosted by the Michigan Association of
Broadcasters.



Favorite Radio Format: 90’s alternative

Favorite Artist: Led Zeppelin, Alice in
Chains, Jimi Hendrix, Pink Floyd, Chambers
Brothers, Freddie King

Favorite Song: Black Dog, Led Zeppelin

Favorite Movies: A Clockwork Orange; The
Usual Suspects; The Bridge on the River
Kwai; 2001: A Space Odyssey

Hobbies: | am an avid gardener and my
gardens have appeared in multiple
magazines including Fine Gardening
Magazine. | also play golf.

Where has life taken you since you left
WSDP?

| attended Michigan State University where |
did play-by-play basketball and hockey for
the Spartans. Then it was into the workforce
first in Detroit; then Denver for 3 years; then
Chicago for 23 years; finally landing in
Raleigh where | live today. | started my own
company, Gray Cat Enterprises, in 2004 after
20 years in corporate America. Gray Cat
specializes in strategic project management
and consulting for multi-unit operations;
interim executive management; and

strategic planning.

What is your favorite memory of your
time at the station?

Canton ‘80

| did a lot of play-by-play sports almost all

four years and it was great working with a
lot of cool people. There was something
about the culture that John Seidleman
created where it seemed like we were all in it
together. Everyone at the station seemed to
bend over backwards helping one another
and supporting each other. Was a nice
“fraternity” of people that we had.

Why was being involved at WSDP important
for you?

| remember being asked to do everything
related to public speaking at the high school
because | was “on the radio”. | emceed the
class banquets (not just my class but other
classes as well); emceed the pep rallies; read



the morning announcements; emceed the
proms, etc. In my career, | have probably
delivered more than 500 presentations and/or
speeches (for pay, mind you) and | can point
directly back to my WSDP experience as the
catalyst for being comfortable presenting in
front of large audiences.

What advice would you give to our current
students?

Take advantage of the opportunity - very few
people get the chance to be on the good-
sized radio station at age 15. As | mentioned
above, a lot of the learning experiences
gained at WSDP will be utilized in your work
life (as opposed to trigonometry, ha-ha).
WSDP is a unique experience, and | can't really
recall how I initially got involved but | look
back it my four years and know that was one
of the most important sets of experiences |
ever had in my life.

Your Car Doncation
Can Support 88.1
the Par

The thought of selling your vehicle can be
overwhelming, but donating is surprisingly
easy. Pick-up is free; your donation is tax-
deductible; and best of all, you can support 88.1
the Park/WSDP at the same time. Proceeds from
the sale of your car, truck, boat, RV, or
motorcycle can help us continue to serve the
community with Plymouth and Canton’s Hit
Music.

Here's how it works: 1. Complete the online
donation form. A link is at our website

(www.881thepark.com) at the Car Donation
Button. Our vehicle donation support team is
available seven days a week and will be happy
to answer any questions you may have. 2.
Schedule your free pick-up. We arrange to have
a licensed tow company pick up your vehicle at
a convenient time and at no cost to you. When
the driver arrives to tow your vehicle, you'll be
provided with a donation receipt for your tax-
deductible gift! 3. We receive the funds from
your vehicle’s sale, working to get the highest
return both for your tax benefit and to best
support our cause. You will be mailed a thank-
you letter within 30 days of the sale of the
vehicle, which also serves as a donation tax
receipt.

If you don't have a vehicle to donate, maybe you
know someone who does! Please share this
opportunity with your family and friends. Your
old car can help make it possible for us to
impact the lives of students and provide our
listeners with more of Plymouth and Canton’s
Hit Music.

( )

Top of the Charts
on 88.1 The Park

Taylor Swift — The Fate of Ophelia
Ed Sheeran - Camera
OneRepublic - Beautiful Colors
Huntr/x - Golden
Benson Boone - Mystical Magical
Sabrina Carpenter - Man Child
Ravyn Lenae - Love Me Not
Lady Gaga and Bruno Mars -
Die With a Smile




Distinguished Alumni honorees Nick Gismondi and
Noelle Wright with Dr. Andrew Melin

WSDP Honors Three
Distinguished
Alumni Award
Winners

88.1 the Park honored three deserving alums
when the station presented the Dr. Andrew
Melin WSDP Distinguished Alumni Award on
Wednesday June 4, at 7:00 p.m. at the Italian
American Club in Livonia. The honor was
presented at the station’s annual banquet.

This year’s honorees are Bret Julyk,
Plymouth-Canton '82, Noelle Wright,
Plymouth-Salem 86, and Nick Gismondi,
Plymouth-Salem "00.

The award was created in the Spring of 2017
in honor of former WSDP Station Manager,
Andrew Melin. The purpose of the award is

to recognize WSDP Alums that have used
their experience at the station to further the
mission of WSDP by achieving success in
their chosen career field; investing in the
lives of young people; or supporting their
local community. It is the hope of the
station’s management that the honorees will
serve as role models for future students

at 88.1.

Bret Saunders (real last name: Julyk)
graduated from Plymouth-Canton in 1982.
Thanks to the opportunities presented to
him at 88.1, he’s been able to travel the US
and enjoy numerous broadcast employment
situations. He's spent the last 28 years at AAA
station KBCO-FM in Denver, Colorado, where
he hosts morning drive. Bret also gained his
appreciation for jazz at 88.1, and he writes
about the music for the Denver Post.

His radio work has received many honors.
His show was voted the Best Morning Radio

Bret Julyk, Plymouth-Canton Class of ‘82



Show in Colorado by Westword Magazine,
and Best Local Morning Show in the country
by FMQB (Friday Morning Quarterback), a
radio trade magazine.

His radio work has received many honors.
His show was voted the Best Morning Radio
Show in Colorado by Westword Magazine,
and Best Local Morning Show in the country
by FMQB (Friday Morning Quarterback), a
radio trade magazine.

Bret has also had the opportunity to speak
with some of the biggest names in music,
politics, news, and entertainment
throughout his career. When asked who
some of the biggies were, Bret

replied “Paul McCartney, Barack Obama,
Jamie‘Klinger’ Farr! | like dropping the

BIG names”

Noelle Wright is an Emmy-nominated Writer,
Producer, and Story Editor specializing in
animated children’s media. After graduating
from Michigan State University with a
degree in Telecommunications, she worked
in creative development for live-action film
and television before discovering her
passion for preschool animation. She
currently writes for two upcoming YouTube
series and recently served as Story Editor on
Barney (Mattel/HBO Max) and Creative
Producer on Deepa and Anoop (Mattel/
Netflix), winner of four Kidscreen 2023
awards including Best New Preschool Series.

Her previous credits include Story Editor for

Noelle Wright, Plymouth-Salem Class of 86

Doug Unplugs (DreamWorks/Apple TV+),
Co- Executive Producer and Story Editor for
StarBeam (Netflix), Story Editor for Wellie
Wishers (Mattel), and Creative Producer/
Story Editor on Rainbow Ruby (CJ E&M / DHX
Media). Noelle has developed and written
for over 25 children’s shows, across leading
studios in the U.S. and internationally,
including PBS, Disney, Amazon, Warner Bros.,
and Hallmark Entertainment. She’s known
for crafting lively, character-driven stories
with humor and heart.

Noelle lives in Santa Monica, California
where she is a proud mom to her son, Theo,
and spirited rescue pug, Mabel. She is also a
novice potter.

Nick Gismondi is a 29 year multiple award-
winning veteran of radio and television. His
career began in Detroit where he spent a
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Nick Gismondi, Plymouth-Salem Class of ‘00

number of years as a radio play-by-play
announcer for FOX Sports Radio, covering
the Plymouth Whalers of the Ontario Hockey
League. In 2005, he transitioned to Los
Angeles where he spent 13 years working
for the NBC Sports Group as a multi-sport
play-by-play announcer, reporter, host and
producer. During his time with NBC Sports,
he also covered multiple Olympics, World
Cups and also served as play-by-play
announcer for Notre Dame hockey on
NBCSN.

In 2017, Gismondi left NBC to join the Vegas
Golden Knights of the NHL as their pre, post
and intermission host on AT&T Sports
Network where he was nominated for
multiple Emmys during his time with Golden
Knights. For the 2019-2020 season,
Gismondi spent time in the prestigious role
of reporter/between-the-glass analyst for
the Chicago Blackhawks on NBC Sports
Network Chicago and had the opportunity

to work alongside Hockey Hall of Fame
broadcaster Pat Foley and his analyst Ed
Olczyk. During his two years in Chicago, he
also co-hosted a weekly Blackhawks talk
radio show on WGN.

From 2021-2022, Gismondi went to work for
the NHL's expansion Seattle Kraken, joining
Root Sports as their analyst for the pre, post
and intermission shows where he and his
broadcast team won an Emmy. He also
appears regularly on NHL Network as a
guest and has covered college hockey on
Altitude TV as the play-play-play announcer
for Air Force, as well as served as play-by-
play announcer for Colorado College on
AT&T Sports Network Rocky Mountain.

For the past four years and continuing this
year, Gismondi can be seen covering
multiple events for CBS, CBS Sports Network
and ESPN, including Tennis, Golf, Rugby 7’s
and hockey’s newest sport, 3ICE, which is a
3-on-3 league made up of professional
players. He is also filling in regularly this
summer on MLB Network as an in-studio
host.

PAST HONOREES

2017 - June Kirchgatter, Plymouth-Salem '83
2018 - Rob Milford, Plymouth 73, and Glenn
Bar, Plymouth-Canton '82

2019 - Mike Schulte, Plymouth-Salem '78,
Scott Herrold Plymouth-Salem "98, and Jake
Bugeja, Starkweather '02

2020 - David Snyder, Plymouth-Salem '82
and Patty Williamson, Plymouth Salem ‘88



2021 - Paul Sincock, Plymouth-Salem '75,
Todd Chatman, Plymouth-Salem ’83, and
Greg Angel, Salem 03

2022 - Tim McGuire ‘84, Brook Eddy ‘92 and
Denny Kapp ‘98

2023 - Kara McGuire ‘94, Chris Sample ‘96
and Becky Lobenherz’02

2024 - Paul Trinka ‘74, Lisa Preddy ‘83 and
Brian Stackpoole ‘94

Shopping at Holiday
Market, Kroger and
Dick Scott
Automotive Group
helps WSDP

Your purchases at Holiday Market and
Kroger can help 88.1 The Park raise much
needed money for the station's operation.

Last year 88.1 received over $750 in
donations from store reward programs.
Thanks to each of them for their generosity.

If you already shop at Kroger, go to
krogercommunityrewards.com to sign up
and begin earning money for 88.1FM. Our
organization is listed as WSDP RADIO -
PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL
and our organization number is 84323.

You can also support WSDP through your
purchases at Holiday Market. Get a Holiday
Market Shoppers Card. Once you have a
card go to www.escrip.com or call
1-800.931.6258. Register your card and
select WSDP. Our group number is
500043900 and is listed as Canton

Community Foundation since they serve as
our financial fiduciary. Once you've
completed the registration a portion of your
total purchases will go to WSDP.

WSDP is also a participant in the Dick Scott
Dodge Donation Voucher Program. We can
receive $100 every time a member of our
community purchases or leases a car at Dick
Scott Automotive Group in Plymouth.
Download our voucher at www.dickscott.
com/community (Look under Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools / WSDP Radio).
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88.1 The Park
Sponsors

Thanks to the following businesses and
Individuals for sponsoring 88.1 the Park.
We appreciate your financial support for
Plymouth and Canton’s Hit Music, local
news and high school sports.

Schoolcraft College
Advanced Orthodontics
QuickPass Car Wash
Neehees Indian Vegetarian Street Food
The Relentless Care Foundation at
Community Financial Credit Union
Nicole’s TLC Cleaning
The Krumm Agency - Meemic Agent
Plymouth Rotary
BB Home Group
BB Painting Services
USA Hockey Arena
DTE
Harris Conservatory of Music
Pick Us Pickleball of Canton




Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
uTH & CANTOpN:,
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Cruisin’ the Decades =
A one-of-a-kind program PROGRAMMING SCHEDULE
focusing on over 100 years . P
of reco,%ed music, p|ayying When specialty shows are not airing stay
one song per decade from . )
1920 to today tuned for Plymouth and Canton’s Hit Music.
9AMto 10 AM 24 hours per day, 7 days a week.
Newsfile@5:30 Local and National News, Sports, Campus News, Weather, and Traffic
Women'S. Sports Moments with Merritt Community Focus Backstage Pass
Spotlight Superintendent Monica Weekly interviews with The 411 on the local
First Monday of the Merritt spotlights great topics ranging from the and national music
Month, beginning in things happening in the school board to scene, concert reviews,
the Fall district community news and more
5:45 PM 5:45 PM 5:45 PM 5:45 PM
Anonymous Was
AWoman
Anya and Sage bring you
eight decades of music
from female artists.
6 PMto7 PM
Back to the 80’s
Sam takes you back to
the decades of big hair
and bright colors
7PMto 8 PM

www.S8S1THEPARK.com

WSDP is owned and operated by the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools. The station has been serving the
community since February 14, 1972. Newsletter design by Mike and Holly Piontek. Visit Junecloud.com

Support 88.1 The Park

As you consider your charitable gifts for 2025, please consider a donation to WSDP. Your
support is a valuable reminder of the important place WSDP has in the hearts of so many
people. Checks should be made payable to the Canton Community Foundation.

Here is my donation of $ to support WSDP!
Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone E-Mail Address

Do you work for a matching grant company? YES NO

Thank you for supporting student radio in the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools.



